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- Coeloolsimge e o7 connecting their fundamental beliefs about  was potential energy, and through the for-
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lowed by Te Po (the night, representing the that mostly exists within the atmospheric
unknown and the darkness of creation). Te blanket, maintained by photosynthetic life
Po (representative of dark and solid matter) forms, keeping the living safe from the void
and Te Ao (light and radiant matter). Final- of space.

ly, oral genealogical recitations succeed to

Ranginui and Papattianuku (the sky father/

or radiant Sun* and Earth mother, respec-  We are the children of Papatianuku and
tively), followed by the guardian forces of =~ Ranginui, looking back to the beginning of
nature and the beginnings of human and  the Universe.

other life forms on Earth, as explanations
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*Taranaki Maori chiefs translate Ranginui as ‘the radiant sun’ -
Ra - Sun, Ngi - radiant; Ranginui = Te Ngi o te ra (Waikerepuru.
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faori concepts o'f both takarangl (the splral rldge) and koru (the loop) inspired the
logo of Spacewardbound New Zealand, New Zealand Astrobiology Network’s (NZAN)
flagship event, recognising the unique indigenous traditional knowledge of Maori that
relates to our development as human race and to life in the Universe.

Takarangi: is the expanding heavens design depicted in the prow of ancient Waka (ca-
noe) signifying humanity’s celestial origin born at the beginning of the Universe.

Koru: represents growth and development, learning and teaching.

Photo credits : PIA09958: Mira Soars Through the Sky (/ NASA/JPL-Caltech/ 2007-08-15); Sunrise panorama taken from the International Space Station (NASA/
e - Date 25 July 2016); Pioneer plaque placed on board the 1972 Pioneer 10 and 1973 Pioneer 11 spacecraft, featuring a pictorial message, in case either Pioneer 10 or 11 is inter-
-~ iy cepted by extraterrestrial life.




